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THE ELOER SON 
Luke, xv. 25, 26, 27, 28.— Vow the elder son was 
an the field; and as he came and drew nigh to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called 
one of his servants and asiced what these things meant. 
And he said unt» him, thy brother is come ; and thy 
father hath killed for him the fatted caif, because he 


‘hath received him safe and sovnd. And he was an- 


gry and would not go in. 

~ Much profitable instructiou may be obtained from 
the conduct of this elder son. Although it is painful 
to recite the follies of men, and their defection from 
the path of duty aud humanity, yet such instances 
are uudoubted!y recorded fer our instruction and ad- 
monition. Hence, there appears to be a propriety 
in paying attention to many subjects, which are disa- 
greeable in their owa nature; but we ought to be 
careful not to imitate the fallies, which we expose in 
others, nor by toosevere a censure against others, 
prove that we ourselves ran into the same follies with- 
out perceiving it. ‘The Jews could see clearly that 
which they called a fault in our Saviour, which in- 
deed was no fault, (viz. healing the sick on the Sab- 
bat day,) while with all their unreasonable malice 
and hatred against bim, they were blind as to their 
awn criminality. We ought, therefore, to be very 
careful in our remarks upon this elder son, not 'o be 
angry against him, as be was against his younger 
brother, and so be disqualified fur the enjoyment of 
gur father’s house; but while we remark on his ua- 
just and inhurfan conduct, let it remind us to go and 
act a different part. Forgiveness is the blessed ob- 
ject inculeaied in this parable. It represents the 
readiness of a kind and tender hearted earthly par- 
ent, to forgive a rebellious child, and to restore bin 
to favor; and it teaches us how such a prodigal 
should be received by his brethren at home. The 
ultimate design is this; to impress our minds with a 
belief that God, the great iather of all flesh, is infin- 
itely more ready to forgive his rational offspring, than 
the best earthly parent is to forgive his children.— 
With these sautions and preventions, let us go on to 
the subject. 

This, by the Evangelis!, is called a parable; con- 
sequently is nut a narrative of any particular transac- 
tion, relative to any individnal man. The two breth- 
ren represent the Jews and Gentiles; the Jews the 
elder brother, the Gentiles the younger; God is the 
common father of both. Here are the three main 
subjects of the parable; and itis delivered under the 
notion of a certain man who had iwo sons. The 
Jews were denominated the elder som, Lecause they 
were the first, aod consequently the oldest in spirit- 
ual privileges, being the only visible people of God, 
from the calling of Abraham tothe coming of Christ, 
which was a space of 2217 years. All tins time the 
Jews enjoyed privileges vastly superior to any othe: 
people, even privileges of a spiritual import, although 
they weré'shadows only of good things to come.— 
They were the progenitors of the Saviour, and ao- 
clent covenant people of God. Thus the Jews were 
the eldest son. 

The Gentiles. who came in and partook of the pri- 
vileges of the gospel, by the preaching of the apos- 
tles, after the aseeasion of Chriet, are the younger 
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|son. This younger son desiring his portion, Jeaving 


his father’s house, and by an idolatrous course of liv- 
ing, spending his portion, i. e. losing the knowledge 
of the true God, and being forced to feed upon the 
husks of wistaken religion; or dn the empty enjoy- 
ment of false gods and a false worship ; is evident 
applicable to the Gentiles, whose principles led them 
to licentiousness, and their licentiousness to beggary 
and want. Idol worship did not satisfy ; though the 
Geoliles fed greedily upon the husks of snperstition, 
and idolatry, still they were not satisfied; they were 
in a starving condition, and perishing with hunger. 
The proselytes from the Gentiles to the Jewish reli- 
gion, shews their desire for true and raticnal satis- 
faction, and that their idolatrous course was unsatis- 
factory ; especially, when in the days of the apostles, 
they embraced the christian faith, it appears that they 
came to themselves; t. e. were convinced that their 
idolatrous course could never satisfy. As a consé- 
quence of this conviction, they concluded to arise 
and gv to their father’s house, to the true God and 
true religion, where was bread enough and to spare. 
The confession or agknowledgment of this younger, 
this prodigal son, is next to be noticed; I will say to 
my father, father, | have sinned against heaven and 
in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son. This was the case of the Gentiles, when they 
came to themselves, or came to see the vanity of 
idols, and the rational satisfaction of the knowledge 
and practice of the true religion. The Gentiles, up- 
on conviction of sin, and the folly and wickedness of 
idolatry, confessed their deeds, burnt their books, 
and returned io their father, under a full sense of 
their unworthiness. 

The reception of this younger son, the Gentiles, is 
next to be considered. His father saw him a great 
way off. God sees us in our greatest guilt and dis- 
tress, when, in a moral sense, we are a great way 
off. But dves he see us with wrath and vengeance? 
No; he sees us with pity and compassion. When 
the father saw him agreat way off, he had compass- 
ion onhim. The father shewed his compassion, by 
running to mect him ; by falling on his neck and 
kissing him. These were great and tender express- 
ions of love. ‘\hen the son made acknowledgment 
of bis sin and unworthiness, the fathér does not even 
rehearse his crimes, but orders the servant to bring 
the best robe and put it onhim; to put a ring on his 
hand and shoes on his feet. Were is a continuation 
of nothing but loving kindness and mercy ; compas. 
sion indeed! It is love without any mixture of es- 
trangedness or hatred. The Gentile nations expe- 
rienced such com; assion, such love amd forgiveness 
from God, when he sent the glad tidings of salvation 
to thern by the apostles; they were convineed, they 
were converted and received the sensible forgiveness 
of that God, against whom and in whose sight they 
were sensible ihey had sinned. The father was not 
satisfied with forgiving bis son, but he restored him 
to his house as a son indeed, and with the fatted calf, 
and with music and dancing, celebrated his joyful 
return. Je there not joy in the presence of the angels of 
God, when bul one sinner repenteth? ‘Thus the youn- 
ger son, the Gentiles, was received with joy into the 





‘gospel kingdom, who for many ages had been wast- 
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‘og his substance with rioters, living and feeding up- 
on the busts of idolatry. ; 

Leaving the narrative of the pleasing return of the 
younger, we must now attend to the account of the 
elder son. Being ignorant of his brother’s return, 
ag he came and drew near to the botse, he heard 
music and dancing; and calling lis servant, he ask- 
ed what these things meant? being informed that 
his brother had returned, and that his father had re- 
ceived him with many expressions of joy, he was 
angry and would not go in. This elder son means 
the Jewish church and nation; and the whole histo- 


the son did not conduct agreeably to either. Aj- 
though sin is hateful wherever it is to be found, and 
in every shape in which i appears; yet there is no. 
thing which shuts the heart so firmly agaiust the acts 
of humanity and forgiveness, and agaiust every prin- 
ciple of the gospel, as a self-righteous spirit. ~ Let « 
man conclude (and there are many who do conclude’ 
that, like the elder son, they have served God many 


years, and have not, at any time, transgressed his 


commandments; and these are the men, who are 


‘righteous in their own estimation, and despise others. 


These are the men, who are angry and will not go 


ry of our Saviour’s time, and of his apostles’ likewise, | in, because they find that angels rejoice, and men of 
shews that they were angry at the calling of the Gen- | humanity are giad at the return of prodigals. They 
tiles, and at their reception into the divine favor.— | feel too holy to be associated with those who have 
‘Phe Jews bad acted on the principle of monopolizing been prodigals, notwithstanding their penitent re- 
all the favor of God to themselves. They consider- | turn. The systern of woiksis that on which they 
ed the Gentiles as dogs, and outcasts, and held them | build their expectation ; and the system of mercy is 
in the most sovereign contempt. In fine, the Jews | disagreeable to them. J 

viewed themselves as righteous, and despised others. This subject teaches us that itis the fixed purpose 
Thus the Jews, wherever they were scattered, and | of our heavenly father to forgive. To err is hnman ; 
their whole nation at home, with a few exceptions, | to forgive isdivine. Forgiveness is the sum total oi 
were bitter enemies to a system of grace and salya- | the gos)el, and no man ever was or can be saved on 
tion on that footing. ‘This made them, almost uni- | any other principle. All bave sinned and come short 
versally, reject Christ and his gospel. This made | ofthe glory of God, but are justified freely t!:rough 
then crucify the Lord of glory, and persecute him, | the redemption that is in Jesus Christ. There is 
in his tnembers, after his ascension, by putting his forgiveness with God; itis absolute and uncondi- 
fullowers to death. Thus this elder son was angry, | tional. Epiror. 


and his anger remains to this day. = - one 
His father came out and entreated him. This was THE MONITOR. 
verified in this, that Christ’s ministry was confined 
to the Jews, and the apo in all ~— preached | * Open rebuke is belter than secret love."— Proverbs. 
first in the synagocues of the Jews; and when they 2a 
contradicted and blasphemed, the apostles turned to REV. MR. KIES, vs, TRUTH. 
the Gentiles. Thus the father of all mercies has ; (Continued from page 115.) 
entreated them by the ministry of the apostles, and Mr. Kies attempts, in the second place, to prove, 
in all ages of the church since their day, they have | that mankind will receive their punishment in a future 
been entreated by all the evidences in favor of the | state of existence. 
christian system. But they are avgry and will not} Not being disposed to dwell at length on a subject, 
goin. which bas so long been controverted and so ably il- 
The argument used by the father is, Son, thou art | lustrated by other writers more competent to the task 
ever with me, and all that I have is thine. Though, | than myself, I shall only refer the reader, and the Rev. 
as touching the gospel, they are enemies for your | gentleman, tothe writings of Mr. Ballou, Mr. Bal- 
(the Gentiles’ or the younger son’s sake) yet as touch- | four and to the pages of the Gospel Advovate, which 
ing the election, they are beloved for the father’s | are now before the public; from which all desired 
sake, i. e. the promises of God made to the fathers, | information on the subject in debate may easily be 
i secure the final salvation of every Jew. So that,| obtained. In the mean time, we will for the sake of 
although they are now rejected, itis not final; al-| argument, admit Mr. Ks. premises and pay a little 
| though they are now cast down, they are not finally | attention to the conclusions. 
tobe destroyed. Ali Israel shall be saved. The Mr. K. takes the position, that maukind will re- 
closing argument of the father—Jt was meet that we | ceive their punishment in another mode of being.— 
a | should make merry and be glad, for this thy brother | Very well. But will they surexy receive their pun- 
~ was dead and is alive (gain, and was lost and is found. | ishment efter death? Mr. K. must either say yes 01 
i. There is every reason, in this sentence, why the| no. Ifhe says no, or in other words, that they shall 
return of a prodigal should be joyfully welcomed, not | not surely be punished in the next state or mode of 
by the father only, but also by the son. Jt was meet, | being, or ifthe reader pleases, that there are means 
l. @. it was suitable and just; it was necessary and | appointed by which the sinner can escape that pun- 
proper, that we, not T alone, but that yon with me, | ishment, we would ask the Rev. gentleman to com- 
should make merry and be glad. These are the fa- | pare his own preaching with that of the father of lies 
ther’s assertions. His reasors are, thy brother was | in the garden of Eden! We demand of our Metho- 
deal, and is alive again. Thie certainly was matter | dist brethren peremptorily, will every sinner surely 
of rejoicing. He was lost andis found. Cana par- | be damned in another world? If yes, then farewell to 
ent refrain from joy, at finding a lost child? and | ali but perfect methodists! If no. then permit us to 
—_ ma to ref rain from joy, upon the return of a| be any thing but a methodist preacher ! 
poy Gane end OS ae that both of us should a -. t - tor examine this subject farther. Accor- 
cana ek goon ints We" Wrcdotny ea 
_ We infer from this parable, that that which is en- | it? This question isanswered in the ten oene at 
oined by the ] tae € proposition o% 
jor y Me gospel as our duty, comports perfectly ; Mr. K. which is now under consideration. They will 
with the dictates of reason and humanity. Jt was | be rewarded or punished in eternity. With ‘De in 
—_ i. oo _ oer ble, and that which humani- | view, let us ask this question; is Mr. K. a sinner? 
ty dicvated, that they should make merry and be | He will probably say yes. He will, unless his soul 


glad; consequently, the course of the elder son was | 


: _ 1s filled with pharisaic pride, conf 
both unreasonable and inhuman. The father acted ) * chief of sinners.” ‘This being gel wild 


lis agreeably to reason, humanity and the gospel; but make a statement of the case. Mr. K.is a sinner: 
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ald sinners will be cast into hell ; therefore, Mr. Kiesterm Society instead of the more | coramon annella- 


WILL Be DAMNED! We willleavethe Rev. gentle- 
man tosave himself by his free agency at leisure, 
while we notice bis proof of the proposition which 
places him in this singular predicament. 

Mr. K. attempts to draw some proof of the notion 
of punishment beyond this world of sin, from the word 
Gehenna. Well, what says Mr. K. about this word? 
Hear him. ‘+ The primary import ofthis word (ge- 
henna) was the valley of the son of Hinnom, a place 
near Jerusalem, but it was used by our Saviour as an 
emblem offuture punishment.” Well, admitting this 
‘o be true, we have one question to ask. Was our 
Saviour the first who ever used this word in that 
seuse? Unless Mr. K. possesses a more adventurous 
spirit than we feel disposed to charge him with, he 
vill answer in the affirmative. Christ, then, if.we 
have correctly anticipated his answer, was the first 
who ever used this word to express punishment in an- 
other mode of being. Now what is the amount ofall 
this? Aus. Gehenna primarily siguified the valley of 
the son of Hinnom; but-our Saviour used it in a dif- 
ferent sense: He used it to convey the idea of future 
punishment. With thisin view we would ask Mr. 
K. what word the Old Testament writers used tocon- 
vey the idea of future punisument? Will he tell us 
they had no word in their language te convey such 
an idea? If they had any such word, will Mr. K. or 
some of his learned friends be kind enough to let us 
iknow what that word was? And ifthe Rev. gentle- 
man or his friends have pot time to bestow upon the 
subject, or if they think it ** beneath their notice,” 
will they not confess, there isnosuch word? Another 
request we would modestly make of Mr. K. Sidte be 
has said that Christ used the word Gehenna as an em- 
blem of punishment in another world, we desire to 
know when and where he ever gave his hearers an 
intimation ofany thing of that kind? Mr. K. is hereby 
requested toremember hereafter, that he has taken for 
granted the very thing in dispute. He says that our 
Saviour used this word to cocvey the idea of punisb- 
ment in another mode of being; while Universalists 
on the other hand, deny the correctness of his asser- 
tion. SThenext time, therefore, when Mr. Hies at- 
‘empts to refute us, he will do well to bring fortb his 
strong reasons, and prove the falsity of our positions. 
By the way, however, Mr. K. is in some degree ex- 
cusable; for probably he is ignorant of thedoctrine 
he wisbesto oppose, and takes it for granted, that his 
hearers are as ignorant as himself! Possibly howev- 
er, Mr. KX. may yet be convinced of his mistake. Let 
him remember, then, that ‘in the lips of him that 
understanding, wisdom is found, but the rod is for 
the back of hirn that is void of understanding.” 

(To be continued.) 





SOCIETY GOVERNMENT. 

Tae Stanpinc Committee appoioted at the last 
annual meeting of “The First Universalist Society 
of the village of Buffalo” to prepare and submit to 
the brethren, a Constitution and Bond of Uniov and 
Peace, for the better organization and government of 
the the said Society ; respectfully beg leave to report ; 
that, having performed the-duty assigned them, they 
herewith submit for the consideration of those 
concerned, the result of their labors. The Com- 
mittee do not suppose, that what is now presented is 
so perfect as to preclude the necessity of some future 
alterations and amendments, but having availed them- 
selves of the wisdom of others, whose experience 
entitles their productions to respect, they flatter them- 
selves, that the brethren will be satisfied with the re- 
sult of their labors. 

_It may be well to apprize the members of the So- 
ciety, that their Committee have preferred to use the 





tion of the Cuurcn. Their reasons for so doing are 
the following. First. The title of «* Church” has 
ofien been assumed by institutions and associations 
of men for the worst of purposes, that of effecting 
the disgrace of the christian religion. Secondly. Ey- 
ery well instructed disciple of our divine Redeemer 
believes, that the true church is composed of all those 
for whom he died—of all those for whom he rose a- 
gain, and of all those for whose sins he became the 
propitiation. Hence, knowing, that what has been 
done for one of Adam's race has been done for all, we 
consider any limitation or divisions, occasioned by the 
appication of the term church, to any definite num- 
ber of individuals, as having either a direct or indi- 
rect tendency to create unprofitable distinctions, 
which may lead to many evils. But your Commit- 
tee beg leave to express an opinion, that a visite 
church of Christ, is nevertheless composed of an in- 
definite number of persons, who hold the true faith. 
Having no disposition to assume the right to judge 
others, but being anxious to reap the benefit, in com- 
mon with others of like precious faith, of social com- 
muvion we conscientiously recommend the plan here- 
with communicated. By a rigid observance of the 
constitution, and an heartfelt assent to the profession 
of faith, together with a collective and individual de- 
votedness to the principles and duties enjoined by the 
Bond of Union, we sincerely hope the cause of pure 
religion will be promoted, and our own, as we.) as 
the happiness of others may be increased and perpet- 
vated without bringing ‘upon ourselves those evils 
which have frequently been the consequence of an 
assumption of more imposing titles. 

Hence, in the opinions of your Committee, the 
following Constitution and Articles, if ultimately a- 
dopted by the Society should be received and consid- 
ered as a devout expression of our individual and col- 
lective sentiments, and as being no less binding on 
our consciences than those adopied by others under 
different names. With this developement of the 
views of your committee, the following plan for the 
future goverument of the Society. which ts little more 
than a compilation from the writings of others emi- 
nent for wisdom and piety, is respectfully submitted 
for the inspection of the brethren generally, and par- 
ticularly for the consideration of those who do now, 
or may at any time hereafter fec] desirous to unite in 
social union under some moral compact designed to 
promote the welfare of each individual who may be- 
come a member of this Society. 

By order of the Committee. 

Buffalo 27th April, 1825. 


CONSTITUTION 


Or THe First UniveRsArist Society oy Tae VIL. 
LAGE or Burratvo, N. Y. 

Articie 1. This Society shall be known and dis- 
tinguished by the name of “ The First Universalist 
Society of the Village of Buffalo.” 

Art. 2. This Society shall meet on the day of 
February annually to choose its officers, and to trans- 
act such other business as may properly come before 
it; when as well as at any other meeting cach mem- 
ber present shall be entitled to one vote, 

Art. 3. There shall be a Standing Committee, 
which may be chosen by ballot or otherwise, consisting 
of three members, besides the officiating Pastor, the 
latter of whom shall have no vote, but merely act as 
Chairman and Counsellor of the Committee. 

Art. 4. It shall be the duty of this committee to 
enquire into the character of such as shall 
cube application to become members of this Society, 
and report thereon, previous to any vote being taken 
for their membership. It shall also be the daty of 
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this commiitee to receive and examine into the mer- 
its of all complaints that may be brought agaist any 
member of the Society, and make report thereon at 
a regular or special meeting of the Society. _ 

Axr. 5. No complaint shall be received against a- 
ny member of this Socicty except it be for immoral 
conduct. he 

Aur. 6. The rule laid down in Matthew xvin. 15 
—17, for dealing with an offending brother or sister, 
shall be the uniform method adopted by this Society. 

Arr. 7 Atthe annual mectiwg of the Society, 
the oldest member of the Standing Committee by ap- 
pointment, that is, the one whose name shall be 
found first on the list, shall retire from office, and a- 
nother shall be annually chosen to fill the vacancy oc- 
casioned by such removal. 

Art. #% The officers of this Society, besides the 
Standing Committee, shall consist of a Moderator, 
who shall be chosen at each meeting of the Society ; 
six Trustees who shall be chosen according to law, & 
whose duty it shall be to manage the temporal con- 
cerns of the Soviety; a Clerk and Treasurer, cach 
of which shall be chosen annually: and in case of 
vacancy ineither of ihe two last mentioned officers, 
by death or otherwise, such vacancy shall be filled by 
appointments pro. tem. 

Arr. 9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk, faithfally 
to record the doings of the Socicty; to kecpa file of 
all papers belonging to the Society, and transmit 
them, with the records, to his successor in office. It 
shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and pre- 
serve the money of the Society that may be raised 
from time to time, tokeep a just and regular account 





of the same, to pay out said money as the Society | 


shall direct, and transmic the record of his account 
or acopy thercof, together with the funds remaining 
with him, if any there be, to his successor ie office. 

Ant. 10. On application of five or more members, 
the trusteesshall be authorized to call a special mect- 
ing of the society. 

Ant. 11. Persons at any time making application 
to become members of this society, shall stand pro- | 
pounded four weeks previous to taking any vote for | 


their membership. b 


Aur. 12. Should any member be desirous to with- 
draw from the society, such member, on making 
application in writing to the standing committee, shall | 
receive a friendly letter of dismission and recommen- 
dation, from the standing committee, provided the 
moral character of such member be approved. 

Ant. 13. Any person having been approved and 
recommended by the standing committee, asa suita- 
ble candidate for admission into the society, may be 
considered a member, Whenever such person shall 
have publicly assented to'the profession of faith a- 
dopted by the society, and subscribed to the bond of 
union and peace annexed to the constitution. 

Axr, 14. This constitution shall be subject to such 
alterations, additions and amendments, as the society 
may from time to time think necessary, by a vote of 
& majority of two-thirds of the members present: Pro- 
vided always, that no vote shal! be taken to alter any 

part of this constitution without a notice (hereof three 
months previous to its being taken. 


PROFESSION OF FAITH, &c. 

ae PREAMBLE. 

Believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
the world, and, that as christians, we ought to unite 
together in bumble coafession of that rarra, which 
works by love, aud purifies the heart, that we may 





and a godly conversation; WE do religiously and 
devoutly adopt the following Professicn of Faith, as 
expressive of the fundamental articles of our chris- 
tian belief; and that, which insubstance, though ra- 
riously expressed, appears to us indispensable to the 
organization of a christian society or body, espous- 
ing the religion of him, who came down from heaven, 
not to condemn the world. but tosave it; not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

And we do most fervently implore the blessing of 
God on our present undertaking, that we may be able 
to commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in 
the sight of God, giving satisfactory evidence, that 
we are ‘* rewarded in the spirit of our mind,” having 
‘* puton the new man, which, after God, is created 
in righteousness and true holiness,” not so much by 
verbal and outward j/rofession, .as by purifying our 
souls in obeying the truth through tie spirit, unte 
| unfeigned love of the brethren, and by the ex!nbition 
lof a forgiving and friendly disposition towards all 
mankind. 


PROFESSION OF FAITH. 

We believe i one God, infinite in wisdom, power 
and goodness; the Creator, Preserver and Redeem- 
er of all men; and that he bas clearly revealed his 
divine perfection,his gracious WILLand PURPOSE 
in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments: 
particularly in revealing the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of all men; through the mediation of the risen 
Saviour, whereby life and immortality are brougiit to 
light through the gospel. 

We believe all men are amenable tothe law of 
God, according to the degree oflight with which they 
are blessed ; and that as professors of the christian 
religion, we are ander obligation to obev the pre- 
cepts andco:amands of Jesus Christ, as recorded by 
men under the direction of a holy spirit. 

We believe that Jesus Cirist, our risen and ascen- 
ded Lord and Saviour, tasted death for every man, 
and was the propitiation for the sins cf the whole 
world ; that he will ultimately see of the travail of 
his souland be satisfied; and, in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, gather together all things 1% 
oNE, both which are in heaven and on the earth: 
resign the reconciled kingdom to the Father, and the 





| Gop OF LOVE BE ALL IN ALL.—Amen., 


BOND OF UNION AND PEACE. 

Behold bow gouod and how pleasant it is for breth 
ren to dwell together in unity! It is like the pre- 
cious ointment upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard ; 
that went down to the skirisof his garments: As the 
dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon 
the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord command- 
ad.the blessing, even life furevermore. 

Believing iv our hearts that Jesus is the Christ. 
and confessing with our lips that God hath raised him 
from the dead, and that he is the head of the true 
church, in all nations, we will endeavor to follow bin 
as our divine leader, learn of him who is meek and 
lowly in beart; celebrate the praise and worship of 
God, as commanded in the New Testament, endea- 
voring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace. 

Believing it our duty to meet often, more especially 
on the first day of the week, for prayer, exhortation, 
reading and expounding the scriptures, and for chris- 
tian communion and fellowship, that we may enliven 
each other's faith, animate our hearts, quicken our 
zeal. improve ourselves in holiness, and be able to in- 





the better promote the declarative glory of God, the 
more effectually advance the theoretical and practi- 
cal religion of our Redeemer on earth, aud adorn the 
doctrine of God our Savionr, by well ordered lives 


struct the youth and children, in the nurture and ad- 
| monition of the Lord, we select and acknowledge as 
{the standard of our union or uniting compact, the 
| FOURTH r of St. Paul’s letter to the church at 
| Ephesus. 
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And with a solemn sense of our responsibility to. 


God, we commend ourselves and all mankind to Bim, 
and to the word of his grace, which is abundantly 
able to keep us from falling ; praying most fervent- 
ly, that HE would unite vs, and build us up togeth- 
er, in the most holy faith, and make additions to our 
number, of such as shall be saved from the evil in the 
world, who, denying ungodliness and worldly desires, 
shall live soberly, righteously and godly in the pres- 
ent life. 


TRIAL OF THE THAYERS. 

The highly interesting and important trial of the 
Thayers, for the murder of Jonn Love, was brought 
on at the late Court of Oyer and Terminer held last 
week, at the Court House in this village, his Honor 
Judge Walworth. presiding. The prosecution was 
conducted on the part of the people by Heman. B. 
Porter, District Attorney, SHerpon SmrTH, and 
Herry Brown, Esqrs. ; and was defended on the 
part of the prisoners, by Thomas C. Love, Ernan 
B. AtvteNn,and Esenezer Grirrin, Esqrs. The 
trial! commenced at 8 o’clock, on Thursday morning, 
and continued until 12 o’clock, on Saturday night.— 
The proofs were entirely circumstantial, but were 
very clear and satisfactory ; detailing a most horrid 
and atrocious murder. The prisoners were three 
brothers, by the names of Israel, Nelson, and Isaac 
Thayer. The jury pronoucced them all Guirty.— 

On Monday morning followingthe trial, they re- 
ceived sentence ofdeath; to be executed on the 17th 
of June next. The prisoners have subsequenily 
made a full confession of their guilt.—Buffalo Pa- 
triot. 

! REMARKS. 

The three unfortunate individuals above named 
were found guilty ofa most horrid murder. The in- 
dividual whom they despatched to eternity, was, if 
we are correctly informed, an industrious, prudent. 
and sober man, though be has been charged with 
being somewhat parsimonious and irreligious. As it 
should ever be our endeavor to learn wisdom from 
the passing events of the day, we would invite the 
attention of the reader toa few facts in relation to 
the case above stated. The soul of the murdered 
man Love, was said by the learned judge in hisspeech, 
to have been sent out of the world ** unprepared into 
the presence ofits God.” Now we wish to ask our 
orthodox brethren what has become of this murdered 
man’s soul? His life was taken when he least expect- 
ed it,—he never had been considered pious, and 
was hurried from time to eternity ‘‘ unprepared !”— 
Must not our limitarian brethren confess, that in all 
human probability, Love is in hell? We think so. 
The Thayers are now in prison, and will probably be 
waited upon by the Rev. Clergy of this village; and 
itis altoyetber probable, that these criminals will be 
converted,” &c. so that they will be considered 





all the various circumstances of the subject.— 
They are the seurces of a diffusive and accumu- 


department of our common country. 
Intelligence isthe parent of opinion—and 

where opinion is uncontrolled, differences will 

of course exist. Among the blessings guaran- 


ligious liberty. This inestimable blessing, en- 
joyed by an enlightened and reflecting commo- 
bity, is productive of the public profession of al- 
most every creed, and the observance of rituals 
and ceremonies of nearly every form. 

The predominance of a particular sect in one 
place, may render the few who venture to dis- 
sent, obnoxious tothe vdium of heresy, and call 
down a full measure of popular coniempt, and 
clerical anathema. Remove to another district, 
another city, or even perhaps the next village, 
and the scene may be entirely reversed, This 
| fact should make us cautious “ with what meas- 
, ure we mete to others,” lest it should be again 
i: * measured tous” in turn. Humble as this ar- 

gument may appear, it has the sanction of him 
who knew “ what was in man,” and who de- 
livered the troth under the authority of Heaven. 
‘To this we may add the consideration, that our 
political institutions know nothing of orthodoxy 
| or heteradoxy ; and hence every man isat |ib- 
i erty to choose his creed, and adopt such modes 
of worship as his own conscience and judgment 
may approve, without jeopardizing his indepen- 
ence, his property, or his reputaticn. Yea, more, 
he is invited to the unbiassed exercise of this 
hie freedom. For as constitutional restrictions 
forbid the exercise of private judgment in relt- 
gien ; so their removal is a tacit encourage- 
ment of the spirit of investigation, and an ap- 
probation of the decisions of the mind, conse- 
quentthereon. Freedom of inquiry. and of o- 
pinion thus cherished, could not fail of produc- 
ing differing and opposing sects, each of which, 
might with the utmost propriety challenge the 
right of all others, to condemn or abuse its re- 
spective advocates. None has exclusive right 
to claim obedience to his creed ; and none is a- 
-menable to others for his faith. No pains, or 
penalties are incurred for opinions however va- 
riant from the general, or predominant belief; 
nor for their advocation and defence by every 





lating intelligence among all ranks, and in every ¢ 


teed by our excellent constitution, is that of re- - 
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perfectly safe! Now admitting that to be the case, mean justifiable in others. 
(and we doubt not it will be so) we desire to know ~ Byery dissenter is hence legally entitled to all 
where both parties will receive “according to the the immunities and_ privileges of those from 


deeds done in the body ?” ; 
Query. Ts it nota fair conclusion, that on the or- whom he dissents. And if there be any nature 


thodox platform, the gallows is thestepping stone to 2! or moral wrpitude in the case, it may be 

REAVEN ? ‘ charged with equal propriety upon the one, as 

— | the other, where both are supposed to act con- 

FROM THE UNIVERSALIST. | scientiously. Where all appeal to the divine 

TO THE CANDID. | word, for the justness and correctness of their 

The existence of a civil constitution like that | respective views, who shal! decide, that this is 

under which we live, may be considered a po- error—that is truth ? Every individual must 
litical phenomenon ; and the principles it cher- , judge for himself. 

ishes, and the freedom it encourages constitutea, To these considerations, should be added this 

new era in the history of mankind. These prin- ;—that men are, and ever will be amenable to 

ciples, and this liberty, enter more or less into | God, and to him alone, for their religious fee}- 


Serves? 
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ings and sentiments. The native spirit of re- 
ligion and devotion intermingled in the consti- 
tution of every rational being,is free. Human 
laws may be enacted, and enforced under the 
severest penalties, without avail. An extorted 
confession of faith, and an unmeaning conformi- 
ty to external rites, is all that can be affected— 
all that is obtained. ‘The- persecuted sufferer, 
like Naaman, may “ bow in the house of Rim- 
mon,” but his soul will abhor the sickly sacri- 
fice 3 and he can only hope forthe pardon of 
his hypocrisy, on the principle that God is more 
merciful than man. 

These facts will be admitted by all—and 
hence it must be obvious, that the Universalist 
has equal rights and privileges with any, and 
all of the multifarious sects into which the reli- 
gious community is divided. This remark is 
not intended us an apology for bis faith. He 
neither asks, nor needs one for the exercise of 
his common privilege ; and he is equally un- 
willing to meke one to those, who can have no 
possible claims to such condescension from him. 
He is placed on an equality with all other pro- 
fessors of the gospel ; and is neither disposed to 
exalt himself above, nor descend below that 
dignified station. 

Does any one believe in the tri-personality of 
God, the original and tetal depravity of man, 
the infinity of sin, and the endless misery of a 
part of the human race? The Universalist cheer- 
fully yields to such, the privilege of thus beliey- 
ing, professing, and teaching ; and with the 
same freedom disbelieves each of those partic- 
ulars, On the contrary, he believes, that God 
is one, and one person only, that every child of 
Adam, is, in infancy, as innocent and pure as 
our pristine parent when first dropped from the 
fashioning hand of his Creator, that sin is finite, 
and will consequently have ar end; when holi- 
ness shall succeed, and with it happiness unend- 
ing, universal, and complete. 

He makes his appeal to the candid, not for a 
peculiar exertion of christian charity, for. this 
should be shown in common to all denomina- 
tions ; but for the dispassionate exercise of rea- 
son in the investigation of his opinions. From 
you, he expects no rash and intemperate expres- 
Sions—no premature judgment of his faith._— 
From you be anticipates a manly and dignified 
defence of your own views, until satisfied of 


FROM THE {CHARLESTON) UNITARIAN DEPENDANs 


SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 

For some time past the doctrines of universal 
salvation, under different modifications, have 
been gaining ground in the northern section of 
our country. Of the truth or falsehood of these 
doctrines—of their influence on individual char- 
acter, or public welfare, it is not our intention, 
as it is not to our purpose, at present to speak. 
They are certainly regarded with strong disap- 
probation by that part of the religious commu- 
nity denominated orthodox; and no little exer- 
tion has been and continues to be made to arrest 
their progress. To this we have no objection to 
make, so long as such exertion is made in a spi- 
rit and manner consistent with the mutual rights 
and duties of men, and christians. So long as 
the mareh of error, real or supposed, is encoun- 
tered with weapons drawn “from the armory of 
God”—with reason and argument only, chris- 
tians may lawfully, and profitably, perhaps, 
“contend earnestly” for what they believe to be 
truth. But we are sorry to observe that, in the 
case before us, these weapons have not been 
thought, by our orthodox brethren, sufficiently 
sharp and efficient. Several instances have 
come to our knowedge, in which they have 
thought it expedient to employ coercive meas- 
ures to restrain the aberrations of their brethren 
in matters of faith and have directed against 
them the terrors of ecclesiastical censures, ad- 
nionitions and excoinmunications. Now, we 
remark with regard to this procedure, in the 
first place, that it seems to be impolitic. It 
Jeads one to surmise that the cause, which needs 
to be propped by such measures, bas some in- 
herent weakness, of which its votaries are sen- 
sible. It was sarcastically remarked by Jupi- 
ter, we suppose by some heretic of those days, 
that, whenever he was quite in the wrong, he 
was apt to have recourse to his thunder. We 
think the remark fully as applicable to religious 
sects, and ecclesiastical bodies, as the shaker of 
Olympus. For ourselves, whenever we hear 
the echos of these spiritual fulminations, we in- 
stinctively conclude, that the party uttering 
them has been hard pushed on the field of de- 





bate. Lord Peter, if we rightly remember, 


found it convenient to call Dominic with his 


tongs, just at that point in the discussion when 


his brethren hesitated to confess, in contradiction 


their incorrectness ; and av honest. and frank ‘to their own senses, that a brown loaf was a 


avowal of the doctrine of illimitable grace, | shoulder of mutton. 


Truth should, we think, 


whenever convinced of its truth. To you there- | bave more confidence in its own strength and 


fore, he will address himself on the subject of 
his faith, as epitomised above, ia future numbers 
ef the “ Universalist.” 


To the illiberal and fanatic, he offers nothing, 


| resources. It certainly needs not such auxiliar- 
ies as Dominic, and should be cautious of em- 
| ploying them. 


Let it be observed, that in no one of the cases 


but his prayers to Heaven for the enlightening | which have given occasion to these remarks, was 


of their minds, the enlargement of their under- 
standings, the direction of their lives, and the 
perfection of their faith by the gospel ; know- 
ing, that it is in vain to reason with those who 
have abandoned intellect, for the guidance of 
passion. 


~ 


| any, the smallest objection adduced against the 
_morals or the piety of the individuals proceeded 


against. They were, in every instance, allowed 
_to be persons of irreproachable life, even cor- 
rect and exemplary—yet they were cut off from 
the privileges of christian communion, declared 
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anworthy to associate with the followers of Je-, 


sus, because they could not believe the absolute 
eternity of future panishment. This was the 
head and front of their offending. They had 
adopted the opinion—which is probably held at 
this moment by a fall moiety of the christian 
world—-that all men will finally be restored to 
the favor of their common parent; and sin and 
misery be blotted out of the creation ef God.— 
Now this we consider an abuse of church disci- 
pline. The legitimate objects of this disciptine 
are actions, not opinions.” The latter are not 
subjected to the control of either the civil or ec- 
clesiastical power. It is a gross and palpable 
invasion of the rights of conscience in any body 
of christians, whether church, association, pres- 
bytery or convention—or by whatever name 
these self-constituted tribunals are, or have been, 
known—to attempt to control the opinions, or 
to judge of the faith of their fellows and peers ; 
or ({44rescribe terms of communion other than 
those expressly laid down in the gospel. It is 
an assumption of authority, for which they can 
shew no warrant in the great charter of our 
rights. It is a violation of that liberty where- 
with Christ has madeusfree. Individual chris- 
tiens do not hold their right to communion, and 
to the benefit and edification of gospel ordinan- 
ces at the will of any body of men on earth.— 
Jesus Christ is our supreme governor and Jegis- 
lator He has prescribed the laws, by which his 
church is in all ages, to be governed ; and those 
who undertake to alter, extend, or modify these 
regulations, are usuipers of his divine preroga- 
tive, and must answer for their temerity, and in- 
justice. For, on this subject they have no 
right to legislate—no discretionary power of ad- 
mission, rejection or excommunication. The 
founder of the christian religion never gave them 
any. It is quite evident irom the New-Testa- 
ment, that a profession of faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah, or Son of God, was the sole condition 
of admission into the church prescribed by 
Christ or his apostles ; and it is equally clear, 
that immoral conduct is the only cause for which 
a church is justified in excluding a member 
from its fellowship. For his taith he is not, in 
any measure, accountable to them; it is an af- 
fair between God and his own conscience. Of 
his actions they can judge; of the operations of 
his mind, of the convictions of his judgment, 
they neither can judge, ner would be entitled to 
do so, if they could. Every christian, against 
whom rests no charge of immoral conduct, has 
a scriptural right to approach the Lord’s table, 
for example, in any church where he happens, 
on such an occasion, to be present; and if they 
refuse him, they do it at their peril. This po- 
Sition may seem to some persons a bold one; 
but we take it advisedly, and are prepared to 
defend it. Freedom, unrestrained freedom of 
Opinion is the birth right of man, conferred on 
him by him who made him in his own image, 
and sanctioned, and secured to him, by the 
whole letter and spirit of the gospel. It is too 





the atmosphere, in which trath and religion 


breathe, and live. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
EXHORTATION. 


Christian Reader—Will your belief stand 
the test when tried by the Scriptures of Trath.— 
If it will, hold it fast; for it will lead thee to hap- 
piness—to honor, and to heaven, But if thy 
faith is weak or built on a sandy foundation, 
pause, and consider the injurious consequences 
which may ensue, to yourself and others.— 
Search the scriptures attentively and prayerfully, 
and answer the following importait questions, 
viz: Ist. For what purpose did Christ come 
intothe world? 2d. Did he finish the work 
which he came to do ? 3d. Can mortal creat- 
ures alter what Christ has done ? 4th What is 
the cause of our unhappiness here? is it not 
our folly, pride, ambition, and distempered im- 
agination >—These questions I ask in sincerity; 
and in reference to them have searched the 
scriptures for one year past;, and in them I 
find eternal life and a free salvation for the fall- 
en race of mau. But for this 1 am condemned 
asaheretic. It is considered dangerous by ma- 
ny to think as well of my Heavenly Father, as 
dutiful children do of a most worthy parent.— 
People who profess to follow the meek and low- 
ly Jesus, require me to believe that many were 
brought into existence, to endure much suffering 
in this world, and then be endlessly miserable 
in a hell of fire and brimstone, in that which is 
to come. Qh, reader, what horror must fill the 
minds of those, who really believe that terrifx 
doctrine. 

If we believe that doctrine, how must we 
view the Author of our existence—the Saviour 
who died for all, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God ? How can we reconcile 
that borrific idee, with the declaration that God’s 
tender mercies are over all his works, and with 
His infinite purpose, that in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times, all things shall be gathered 
together in Chriat; both which are in heaven 
and on earth, evenin him ? How could parents 
be happy in witnessing the playfulness of theix 
little ones, if they believed them exposed to end- 
less burnings ? or what must we conclude their 
feelings will be in a future state, if they are to 
enjoy heaven, by beholding the dear children of 
their loins, writhing beneath, in an endless hell? 
Did I believe that system, 1 would instantly 
commence a most dreadful lamentation ; and as 
long as I could reflect on the exposed condition 
of my offspring, utterly :efuse to be comforted. 

And how is it with you. gentle reader ? Are 
you a father—a mother ? And would not your 
bosom bleed with anguish, to hear that a son or 
a daughter was suffering the cruelties of the 
Spanish Inquisition ? Then, never, O never 
again entertain ideas of the Deity, in compari- 
son with which, the Inquisition exhibits tender 
mercy ! Oh, do not murder the heavenly feelings 






















































128 wOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





of the beart, by | believing the pagan notion of 
endless torment. : 


“ THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER.” 

“A Card —The subscriber gratefaliy ac- 
knowledges the receipt of Thirty Dollars, from 
the Ladies of his parish, to constitute him a 
member for life of the American Bible Society. 
For this act of benevolence, may they receive 
that eternal recompense, which the Dispenser 
of all blessings can alone bestow.” 

EPAPHRAS GOODMAN. 

Torringtord, Jan. 30, 1825. 

The above article, sacreligious as it is, ap- 
peared in the “Connecticut Observer,” of 
Feb. 83 and it is really surprising that any man 
of sense and prudence would play such “a 
Card,” in such a manner. Let us now ask 
our own hearts, whether any thing short of stu- 
pid ignorance or downright hy porcrisy, could in- 
duce a preacher in this country, to pretend, that 
the “eternal recompense” of infinite glory, 
eould be purchased with “ thirty pieces of sil- 
ver,” each worth six yankee shillings? Do but 
consider. If those ‘‘ Ladies” receive their ‘‘ e- 
ternal recompense” for this one deed of kind- 
ness to their ‘‘ Goodman,” the minister, how are 
they to be recompensed for all their other be- 
nevolent deeds? Is this the only instance in 
which they have devoted their husbands’ pro- 
perty to similar purposes? If not, how are 
they to be rewarded for other charitable dona- 
tions? Will they need more than one “ eternal 
recompense.” 

Extract.—Let the philosopher inquire, and 
if he can, determine why it is, that while mili- 
tary and political eminence impress the world 
with profound respect, nay with a sort of reve- 
rential affection, the virtues which endear a man 
to friendship, which are the sources of domes- 
tic happiness, which elevate, purify and adorn 
our nature; which flow in a constant but tran- 
quil, stream of general utility, obtain but a fee- 
ble applause and reluctant praise. The des- 
troyer of the human race erects for himself a 
reputation extensive, lasting, splendid; and, if 
no sinister misfortune arrests his caveer; if he 
prosecutes his sanguinary course to the end 
without stumbling, he becomes a lero by uni- 
versal consent, aud his life is gazed at as a blaze 
of glory—and this from man; from the very 
beings he has tormented. If devils were the dis- 
pensers of fame, we would not wonder that mur- 
derers should stand first on the list; but that 
man should decree honor te the destroyer of 
man, is acaprice in our nature not easily ex 
plained. It as at least peculiar to onr race; 
and in the search that has been made for a de- 
cisive distinguishing line between the boaman 
and the brute creation, it might have been re- 
sorted t, snd mao defined to be an animal 
which worships his destroyer 














ai POETRY. 
i wil! sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
IMAGINATION. 


Vain Superstition has in every clime, 
Those structures rear’d which triumph over time 
And stand as beacons age has left behind, 

I'e mark the blindness, folly, of mankind, 

Vho, lost in darkness, hew’d their gods of stone 
And raised their tyrant idols to a throne, 

Or form’d them deities, whom fear had made, 

In lawless kings and despots they obey’d. 
Hence rose that mighty fabric of the mind, 

By Egypv’s priests, and Grecian bards desiga’¢ 
Which, like the frowning pyramids of Nile, 
Survives a rude and antiquated pile. 

Luxuriant Faacy, favor’d by aclime, 

\ bere allshe saw was beauteous or sublime, 
Half grave, half sportive, wantoning in thought, 
Those mythologic dreams and fiction wrought ; 
*T was she that fill’d the skies, the earth and seas 
With mystic powers, her own divinities, jap, 
Till every mountain, every grove she trod, | 
And every stream was haunted by a god ; 

Folly ador’d and Superstition knelt 

To imag’d passions bards had only felt. 





Imagination’s gay or gloomy spell, 

Now made a paradise and now a hell. 

Elysian isles, where joy forever reigns, 

On realins resounding with eternal pains. 

Hence Pluto’s shadowy throne and empire zprung. 
And fabled woes, by ancient poets sung, 

Orcus, and Styx, and lakes with burning shores, 
And wall’s of adamant, and brazen doors, 

The cup of Tantalus, with toils that mock 

His burning lip; the vulture and the rock, 

The stone of Sisyphus, Ixion’s wheel, 

These, and the thousand woes by heathen creeds 
Ordained in punishment of guilty deeds, 

Are but the shadows genius has designed, 

To paint the hell, which lives within the mind. 





Thrice happy age, when trath’s resistless sway 

Hath swept these wild fantastic dreams away. 

Then Supers(ition shall erect no more : 

Her pagan altars, stained with human gore ; 

No hecatombs shall burn, no victims bleed, 

No bloody rites fulfil a barbarous creed ; 

But the pure incense of the heart shall rise, 

And breathe to heaven a grateful sacrifice. 

CARTER. — 

THE FIGURE OF LIBERTY. 

Her zone unbound, her tresses unconfined, 

Snoke undesigning negligence of mind— 

True Rapture’s negligence; as on she came, 

Her cheek was glory, and her eve was flame— 

Her floating robes light am’rous gales receive~ 

ter modest breast ten-thousand virtues heave : 

Shield had she none, but Honor—and her sword 


Was Truth—and angels, «s she smil’d ador'd. 















iP Owing to an unusual press Of business in the of- 
fice of this paner, the publication of this number has 
been unavoidably delaved beyond the usua! time. 
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